!

u
.

o P,y

il

?olop 3

of =

ihd oranges .

A proverice farmhousé
gets a ﬁ’é’_fb look



1 PSR

o
by 1... 1 ]

A s

ANA

R
e e

FELTTL :E:___
i

|
|
__ {
1
. Y |
| o |
F

(5

-
=
i

- W
‘EF’*
27\
ﬂ*‘hﬂjt

A . ..-"

to

> |

& mp 1

s18: 1% .

EENINE & E &

SN EED.

SEENEREA

SigEiaaip

SR ERNY

sgelaznt

. By L E

..m.m..,umm :
IEEL RS g
£z 52222 .

-



101

SN R TRIA LR Lol .

Hiomae &5 Capden

IVLY Ig0a

{3 ity

OREATNE KIRKE'S decorating
seyle is a precise reflection of
the woman herself: breesy, lighe
hearted, emergetic, a lictle funky,
aleogether captivating. A designer by
temperament rather than craining, Kirke
moved to the United Stares from Lon
don fous vears apo with her rock
muases LA |:||.|.!-|!|i|'r|.‘|.5|.|'t'|l‘l|'| E i--"!'-i'. 2 found
1ng meniber of the renowned band Bad
l".-::-|n|.l:|:n:|- wiil their fowr chil dren: [:rcg.
26 Darmin, :lfl:Jl:lru.nl.A. j; and Liola, 8
The Family had spent summers on Long
Island 1n rental houses, bur a l.'l'll.lp-!l:' of
VEATS AT, atter t|'|l:].' kiad serched in MNew
York 'l._.lh'. Lewr e mee bt'g:lﬂ o ook |:'|'_|! a
permanent weekend house,

She found a rambling, 14-bedroam
shingle house, buile abour 120 years
aga, and fell 1n love —though the realtor
described it oo her as a “reardown.” Lers
Just say he dedr’t understand whar Loe-
raine had in mund. Who woulkd® Hers is 2n
enchanting approach. Imagination and
an assured e IransfT her ‘--1-I'I-'I!|:-'
and friends into a magical, wild world
where colar TEIEME, '|.1:||1|L 'pH.'l.'IS- SOONCES
don't mate |'|.. and few windows are |{'!.T
uncurtaied. Oae of her friends calls the
loak “chic bohemdan.” She B right on
the button. As Lorraine likes vo sy, “1F
] il-urﬁ.'l.'1. 14 I:n.'rrmg =

Her Arse summer, with the hr.'1p of
artises Michelle Dowey and Lorraine
Orito, Kirke savs she “just painted every-
thing white and srareed adding bits
|."\'I.'I':|'II-'I1I!I"L'.-' When the seazon i."F-'!i'I-'LL
Lorraine ROt senous and teamiecd up with
aschiteet Sarah Calkins, “That'swhen the
big work got started,” she says. Four
roos of the second foor were turned
into one big maseer suite, and a large

1M THE FREEWHEELING, bahamian
spirit of the houss, a sink and batbiub, from
Kaystons in Hudsen, NY, wire plaoed

Ini the master bedroom. Tha wing chairs,
from England, ane covansd Ia while

caofton canvaa; the bad saveriet amd
milrror are from Ruby Bedls Antiques,
Oridgehampton, HY, Tha laldirg screan

Is from Gray Gardans, NYE.
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LORRAINE HIRKE GIVES EACH of har
ohildren plenty of reom. It's ane way, tha
sy, ko pap them around the house.
Kirko |5 shonwr ot top with, from left,
Laoda, Domino, and Jemima. LOLA, LEFT,
stands on the foyer staire, The consals
tabde be from the Yard Coupls; the minmar,
fTresr Tohlae and the Angal, Londan; the
hanging lantem ix from Gray Gardens.

MWinise Slnaplen - JULY 1555
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terrace and skeeping porch were added;
and a studio for Simon was built off the
kitchen —itself carved our of four small
spaces. Down came the garage, up went 2
barn, which hoecame a frecsranding music
room for the kids “The more space
youl give them,” Lorraine explains, “the
longer they stay around ™

Each of the girls got her own room,

1 hoarsst O Crafden « [0 LY 18y

FLORALS AND STRIPES unite happily
I the living rocm. Thi waod-Irnme
mrmehairs are from Fuby Eosls, Bridge-
mamaten, NY; ihe wichor armehalr and
eandlohsldors an the mantal are fram
tha Yard Couple; the slipeaver on tho
wiing chalr was made frem fabric Kirks
fourd in Landan; the atdped fabris
drapad avar tha table i2 from Judy
Greanwasd Antiquees, Lenden, The paint-
Inge ane, fram left, by Michala Dovey.
Doaming Kirke, and Jemima Kirke.
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with extra mattresses bo accommadane
sleep-owvers, There are plenty of other
places in which to loll about: a lighe-
filled painting studio ar the wop of a
turret, owtheted with wood-framed
windmes npl:ni.rlg i the panoramic
vicws, a living room where the TV
aciraces a croad; andd, in the center of
the house, the hoge eat-in kischen, When

renovations were complete, the bedroom
count was down o a mere eight.

All the while, Lorraine was shopping in
the neighboring towns of Sag Harbsor ancd
Bridgehampaon, as well as along Atlantic
Avenue in Brooklm, “1 pick things up and
never worry about where I'll put them,”
she says. “If I like it, I find a place for ie.”
W hsen she walks intosa roown that boaks, 1o
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the uninitested eve, furnished wo the bam
— sntas pabed with pallows, tables draped
with quirky, richly texturcd vextales — Lo
raand: is apt toesclaim, “Col! That cormer
coiald peally wse another ehaie W'l juse
rnrve thimgs aroaed @ bie.” Aned so ot pocs.
“IE e appreals to the oye, §get n,” she says.
*“Thar's whet | thank makes a2 home.”

Though she's alwayvs decorated  her
vwn houses, Lorraine is now thinking
about working for clienis, “They would
have tobe on my wavelength,” shic says,
Mo kedding. Her hushand and children
still bosk dubsously ar che bathruls she
placed aut in che open in the master bed
room. Bur it may be Lorraine’s chicf
talent thar she sees the less-ohvious
beauty inobjects, The house is filled with
pillows she has made from interesting
textile remnanes and t'uphnardi she
seeaped down to the original paing, In che
kicchen, pots and pans hang from a rusoy
iron garden gate found in the hasement.

Architecoural fragments are her spe-
cinl weakness, Cornioes, pilasters, lesded-
glass overdoors, carved moldings all find
cheir places in her rosms = some creane
fanciful frames for beds, others allow
light ta enter otherwise dark spaces
A few cauwse consternation. A huge
openwork wooden pediment, For exam
ple, gave the Kirkes' ever-parient builder,
Sag 1 larbor-based Bob Plumb, a bir of
o srart when Lorraine announced she
wanted vo mount it above the second-
Hoor terrace, *1 coubd see i there,” savs
Lorraine, who made an eveball caleula-
eson that it would fr the space perfectly
“But Bob thought it would just fall
apart.” Plumb gave in, of course, and
came up with a solugion by backing rhe
fragile piece with a blue-painred panel,
“Ir can all be done,” says Loreaine, ~1
abways think o myseld, “The Taj Mahal
managed to get built,” Why should vou
make a big deal of these things#

Why indesd? cks

COLOR AND TEXTURE give the kKitchen
ks hamay laak. The flass was Rand-
painded, and Laaeaing callocied by ehaisa
fram Maa markets. Tha red eupheard is
fram the Risral Collaction, NYC, Tha
contar Blamd s lemps are frem Ruly
Bawts: tha steals, fram Pottery Barn.

The Sub-Zara relrigerator doors are
covered with chalkbaards fram Paarl
Paint Ca., NYC, Sources, soe back of Back,
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