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dﬂSlgﬂET SAVVY white cedar shingles,
cladding the #ar af 1k b opposite pago
ware cheson betauea thoy waather 1o o silvery

gray patina, & linden eepaliered aa & trellis Indcribes
thie west clevation of the Shaker-like strsciune.

trade secrets rurnimune Binerswest

wires clippod from local woods ercate & wall seulpturs
above a daybed, this page, cavered in eld Franch
linem, with a plllew In a vintags chocked |lnn.
LAMPS Bracked wall Lamps. mado with ia@monts
from Gramd Brass Lamp Parts, NYC,
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taking her bot WI 1S

Garden designer De h‘ﬁﬁh Nevins builds an airy h'l.n_ in orangery
and fills it with bold boranical cuttings
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designer savvy

Hiree Tt high friplo-heng
wirdowe help achieve rhe feeling
el Bgang oufdoors and knidosds

af Fhe wamp fAme

trade SCCrets

FURHITURE Meving designed the
diming table and baole Lemes

ACCENTS Anthracite ferm Padad
oppEnste page. irom Yourngblocd
Sag Hastior, MY, prapped atop an

carly-18rh-cemury Amorican pino
chimmeygiece. Flanking it, cuttings
of ain ornamsenral csipherry. Vazo

and glasswaine by Pottery Barmn
FARRICE Anrhjus French

limen o the tables and coqich
LAMP Tobrmed table lamips

by Aresaide

Eln:!-l.'q. dl,'-.ignrr Dieharah Mevins= remowned fos
astarry clicni list aglivrer with business, enter-

Eainment, and SOCIETY ﬁgun‘-: oo fabulows eo
rmention, as well as this writer—was the horscul-
Eural e ||:||l..|l¢n|: of the cobbler whose childeen wene
barefoor, Because SPring and summer are her
Iussest sensnns, she hed I""".F'. rented a small, unwin-
tertred wockend retrear near Mew York, where ahe
tendded & modest herbaceous border and nurtured
fantasies |'|1-FI-I|I1I;:'I1F: daown PEEMALENT (0014 with
the country house and garden of her dreams.

MNone of the propertics thar
her friends had broughe to her
atvention’ caught her fancy, so
1h|'_t' were relieved when she
finally announced that she had
|!'rl:ai||!-_'|'11 a wonded reo-acee pr-
cel on which she would create
ehee vear-rowmd house she couldn’t
get out of her head,

“I've abways wanted to live inan
orangery,” savs MNevins, who was
trained as an architecrural his-
torian before murning to the
vocation that has broughe her
intermatimal acclaim. “The whide
e was to be able vo siv inside
and feel as chough | were phys-
ically ourside.” To realize that
wision, she turncd oo architect
Perer de Bremeville wo design the
hoawse, She Knew just what she
wanted: a design that woubd reflect her respect for
the classic simplicity of the becal Shinghe-style ver-
nacular as well s her ardent love of all things French.

Mot surprisingly, the cross-cultural result of that
pairing evokes the Francophile spicn of Thomas
Jeffersan, especially in che nime- fot-high triple
hung windows straight our of Monticello that give
the spacious living room the bofty, sun-fhooded feel
ing of the citrus conservatory that Nevins imag-
ined. Indeed, during rhe cold months of the year,
the 2o-by-28-foot space is home to fragrant Mever
lemen teces that spend the summer outdeoosrs in

Against the off-white
backdrops, the cuttings
make the house seem like

a three-dimensional
botanical album
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LL"':.‘THLL{IH‘I:' Savvy
The genérous scalg of the
roama makas the small bailding
gappm quidto luasreous
trade secrets
FURMITURL Drominatimg ona
wall of the lwing reom |5 an
parly-2iihv-canmiury, J2-drasgs
Framch apothacary cakinagi,
from Agame & Gardons, NYE
TABLEWARE On rhe cabénet’s
ghlves ane early- 1S h-oeniury
Fremch Creil creamywarne plates
and curtimgs ol fig leaves

hupe terra-corta tubs, A the oppo-
sine end of the ground floor is an
acrual greenhouse in which Mevins
overwinters the many other non
hardy potted trecs —inchuding fig,
bay lavrel, and myrtle= thar punc
tuare the arcas surrounding the
shingle-clad building,

AS GEQMETHRICALLY SCVETE A% A
Shaker barm, the compact form of
thee structure was dicrared less by
philosoghy than coonomy. To keep
wosts Jown, Nevins asked for a foot-
print so small—a mere 2o by g3
fret— hat when the foundation was
pourcd, @ aeighbor asked why she
was huilding her swimming poal
first. And because complex gables
can add significantly o a budger, the
simpde pirched roof makes the struc-
rure seem like a full-scale version
of a Monopoly house (albein a very
elegant one, since the Parker Brothers
pgame picees do not come with a per-
fectly rrained linden espalicr on one
narraw end). Bur there is ot the
slighrest hine of cost curting here,
thanks w0 the generous scale of the
rooms, which makes the building
seem vastly larger and quictly luxs-
TS ONCE WOl SECP Inbo it
Mevins's approach eo the ineri-
ors was much inflsenced by the taste
of her good friend Rose Tarlow.
Monochromaric off-whive walls and
lincn uphadstery thooughour, antigus
wood fleors and chimaeypioce, and
well-burnzhed antiques chosen mose
for patiia than pedigree all give the
high-ceilinged rooms a timeless aura




The whole idea was to be able to sit inside and feel as though

not unlike that of Tadow's much
published Bel-Air home, though
Meving's relaxed version s more
appropriate to this rustic setting

Window treatments are mimamal
to nonexistent. Meving wanted to
MAINEAIN A ST interoonnection
betwern mntenor and exteniorn, o
dEl '|‘||. I|I.I'1':I r]-::-::r | *h LT il cur
rains .|'I|:-::-g-.-|:|'u-r. s thar the '-"I-.""'
great living room windows could
s |||'||'Ib|'|| tew ¢ hie 5.1|rr-:||_|nnlnng EAr-
dens unimpeded by fahnic, For some
privacy at n:;._lhr_ she h.mgx an
anricue I.n'-:;m-r ki musmen srand wirh
vintage nexriles and places iv in frong
of the window closest o where she
i5 sapting. Yer there are some coda-
temporary surprises, too, such as
a conccaled meon light inseallacion
by her triend che arrist Stephen
Ampomakos thar cases a serene blue
glow im her second-floor bedroom
and welcomes guests as they arrive

up the curving driveway for amne of

hier Froqucnt dinner parties.

OX THOSE OCCAsioNs, amd every
other day ehar Mevins i3 in resl

ilenoe, (o than marter, the rooms anc
calvencd with the bold cuttings
she profers w comventional Jower
arrangements. Against the off-whie
back g, these striking specimens
make'the house swwem like a three

dimensional botanical album. In
vanter, it might mean massive how-
crang branches that she cuts and
forces in the greenhowse;, in summer,
a huge fig leaf or acanthus fromd
placed like a sculpoural fragment to
ermphasize the incomparable design
skeills of Mother Marure, Olclest of all
i% a fern fosail embedded inoa huge
chunk of anthracite propped on the
I""""'i‘: rocam mantel. “Thar’s the puesce
I'dl run for if the howse coughe on
Fire, ™ Fvins says, “thowgh becanse its
coal, it wouldn's burn righs away”

were physically outside™

-Deborah Nevins
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& Prurn]!iu Mﬂ'l.lnt thiz bed: M
L trnde SECTELS FURNITURE American
5 . MHHMmiﬂﬂMrﬂﬂlqu :
AR FABRICE French |Sth-century linens cover vhe Bed,

PAINTINOS Parteait of Mevins a1 M4, by Mancy Ransos.
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