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A striking home on Three Mile Harbor

takes a welcoming and sustainable
approach to modern design.

by HEaTHER CORCORAN

. ‘A lot of modern homes are very cold and uninviting,
says Arthur Beckenstein. He’s in the East Hampron
home he shares with John O’Rourke, located on the
waterfront of Three Mile Harbor. It’s a sparkling piece
of modern design, one carefully conceived to prove
that stereotype wrong. “Because of the materials—the
floors are light natural maple, the ipe walls have this
beautiful honey color—you feel warm all year-round,”
Beckenstein says.

The home, which was designed by Bridgehampton-
based Barnes Coy Architects with interiors by Julia
Roth, consists of a dramatic two-story glass box
intersected with an ipe wood-clad chimney and
flanked by stuccoed volumes the color of concrete.
A natural stone wall further adds a touch of texture,
while landscaped green roofs on the second floor
provide both efficiency-increasing insulation and a
beautiful view from the master bedroom.

“Rob [Barnes] and I take our inspiration from
the canon of modernism: Louis Kahn, Le Corbusier,
Frank Lloyd Wright to some extent, and then guys
who are a little closer to us in history, like Richard
Meier,” says architect Christopher Coy. In this case,
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